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Watershed Wins Widespread Support | 


| All levels of government, 
many related agencies 
and members of the 
| public have praised 
Watershed, the 1990 
Interim Report of the 
Royal Commission on 
the Future of the Toronto 
Waterfront. 
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Treasury Board President 
and Environment 

| Minister Robert de Cotret 
| responded favourably to 
| Watershed, saying he sup- 
ports the comprehensive 
ecosystems approach 

| which is integral to gov- 

| ernment programs such 

| as the Great Lakes Water 
| Quality Agreement. Mr. 

| de Cotret described the 

| Commission’s proposal 
for a Centre for Green 

| Enterprise and Industry 
as among the “more in- 
triguing and innovative” 
| ideas in the report. The 

| federal government will 

| 


Royal Commission's earli- Commission's ecosystem 
er recommendations. approach to waterfront 
policies and is prepared 
to co-operate with local 
continued on page 4 


be considering recom- Premier Bob Rae stated 
mendations to increase that the Government of 
| public access to the wa- Ontario agrees with the 
| terfront or to transfer fed- 
eral waterfront lands to Highlights in this issue: 
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What people are saying 


The Royal Commission is ##set- 
ting the stage for restoring the 
environmental health of the 
Lake Ontario waterfront in the 
Greater Toronto area. I fully 
support the comprehensive 
ecosystems approach that the 
Commission has adopted. ...The 
Commission’s proposal for a 
Centre for Green Enterprise and 
Industry is ... intriguing and in- 
novative. ...Many recommenda- 
tions that underscore the need 
for partnerships. ... The govern- 
ment will be looking closely at 
recommendations to increase 
public access to the waterfront. 
...Mr. Crombie has presented a 
useful framework for discussing 
the future of the Toronto 
Harbour Commissioners. #3 


Robert de Cotret, Treasury Board 
President and Environment 
Minister 


té Mr. Crombie’s recommenda- 
tion for Watershed Partnership 
Agreements could succeed in 
the co-ordinated restoration of 
our ecosystem which our frag- 
mented regulatory approach 
has failed to achieve.33 


Sarah Miller, Co-ordinator, 
Canadian Environmental Law 
Association 


éé There’s enough insight and 
creativity in the modestly 
written report to stimulate 
urban planners and naturalists 
for years.33 


Michele Landsberg, Columnist, 
Toronto Star 
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té The real genius of Crombie’s 
report lies not so much in any of 
its specific recommendations. 
...Rather, it lies in the recognition 
that the waterfront has to be 
treated as an integrated whole 
or ‘ecosystem.’ Instead of recit- 
ing the difficulties we already 
face—the traditional failing of 
such reports—Crombie calls us 
all to action with a powerful vi- 
sion of what could be. For that 
alone, this report should be re- 
quired reading.™3 


Toronto Sun editorial 


éé The Coalition believes that 
there is a great deal in the rec- 


- Ommendations of the Second 


Interim Report concerning the 
Toronto Central Waterfront, that 
merits the support of City 
Council. We urge adoption of 
the Report, and its recommenda- 
tions, by City Council at this 
time. #3 


Ken Dobb, Chairman, Metropolitan 
Toronto Waterfront Coalition 


&é Crombie’s ability to listen and 
to articulate the views of con- 
cerned individuals and public 
interest organizations into a co- 
herent overview and program is 
unique. The result is true urban 
design at the macro level: a clear 
vision based on current environ- 
mental data, rather than the 
tired, dated economic booster- 
ism of previous decades. #3 


Alan Demb, Toronto Planning 
Digest 
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&é This is a terrific set of recom- 
mendations. ... The recommenda- 
tion to create a new Waterfront 
Industrial Park in the East 
Bayfront/Port Industrial Area 
and the selection of the Toronto 
Economic Development 
Corporation (TEDCO) to devel- 
op the site is an excellent idea. 
This is just the shot in the arm 
that TEDCO needs to accom- 
plish its mandate of creating 
long-term, industrial jobs. ...The 
recommendations balance 
Council's priorities for the cre- 
ation of long-term jobs in the 
port industrial area with the 
need to ensure a variety of uses 
for public and ecological benefit 
on the waterfront. ...We are pre- 
pared to work in partnership 
with other levels of government 
to ensure the implementation of 
the recommendations. 43 


Arthur C. Eggleton, Mayor of 
Toronto 


ké The most important aspect of 
Crombie’s latest effort isn’t 
found in any one of his 80 rec- 
ommendations. It lies in the ap- 
proach. ...This is the ecosystem 
approach. It’s something envi- 
ronmentalists have been recom- 
mending for a long time. ...And 
the sooner governments realize 
it takes an integrated ap- 
proach—one of Crombie’s fun- 
damental suggestions—the 
sooner we'll see a beginning to 
the end of the mess.33 


Michael Peake, Toronto Sun 
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about Watershed 


sé Mr. Crombie has done an 
excellent job of putting sensitive 
environmental and planning 
issues into perspective. ...The 
creation of a Waterfront Trail 

from Burlington to Newcastle to 
ensure an open, green and 
accessible waterfront for future 
generations is an example of the 
report’s innovative and exciting 
recommendations. ...The 
government fully supports the 
report’s principles for a 
waterfront that is ‘clean, green, 
useable, diverse, open, 
accessible, connected, affordable | 
and attractive’....A greenprint 
for the future™ 


Ruth Grier, Minister of the 
Environment, with responsibility 
for the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) 


Crombie *#is talking about 
looking at areas whole, about 
designing plans that embrace 
both city and countryside (with 
countryside as countryside and 
not just suburbia waiting to 
happen). He is talking about 
the greater Toronto area as its 
original planner once saw it. 
Very heady stuff. At last it is 
happening. And the next step 
from regional planning is 
province-wide planning.#3 


Michael Valpy, Globe and Mail 


ti Rash Mohammed, Halton 
region’s planning 
commissioner, said he was 
‘delighted’ with the 
commission’s recommendations 
and its praise of Halton’s 
waterfront plan. 33 

Brad Honywill, The.(Burlington) 
Spectator 


tt We fully agree with the 
ecosystem approach to 
waterfront policies and 
priorities, and we are prepared 
to work closely with local 
governments and existing 
agencies to protect the ecology 
of the watershed and to create a 
diverse, integrated and healthy 
waterfront. #3 


Bob Rae, Premier 


éé David Crombie’s waterfront 
royal commission report is more 
than an environmentalist’s wish 
list. It is a tough-minded agenda 
for controlling and greening 
everything from Newcastle west 
to Burlington....There is vision 
and courage in Crombie’s 
report. #3 


David Lewis Stein, Toronto Star 


éé David Crombie and his staff of 
expert advisors have literally set 
a new standard for the visionary 
application of sound planning 
principles.33 


Glenn Miller, Editor, Ontario 
Planning Journal: the Magazine of 
the Ontario Professional Planners 
Institute 


é6 David Crombie’s quest to 
make the environment an 
integral part of economic and 
land use planning in the greater 
Toronto area is laudable....It’s 
high time the myriad of 
jurisdictions and competing 
interests along the waterfront 
had some clear leadership and 
co-ordination in planning.#3 


Toronto Star editorial 
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éé Watershed marks another im- 
portant step in the acceptance of 
the ecosystem approach to man- 
aging the Great Lakes and their 
hinterlands. As we pointed out 
in our book on the Great Lakes, 
unless policymakers are pre- 
pared to deal with the fact that 
everything is connected to ev- 
erything else, we will continue 
to have public policies devoted 
to a single pollutant or a single 
medium, thus making the prob- 
lem ultimately worse. As your 
report brilliantly illustrates, an 
urban watershed is perhaps the 
best single example of this inter- 
connectedness. #3 


David Runnalls, Associate 
Director, Environment and 
Sustainable Development Program, 
The Institute for Research on 
Public Policy 


&& Watershed is a crucial and 
timely document in the ongoing 
business of reestablishing a 
viable future for Toronto’s 
waterfront. It captures for the 
first time and in one place the 
challenges and the possibilities 
of this exceptional resource. 
Most importantly to Metro 
Toronto, it speaks to the 
environmental imperative we all 
face by strongly advocating an 
ecosystem based planning 
regime and a new central role 
for regional government as a 
means of overcoming the 
crippling jurisdictional barriers 
of today.33 


Dale Martin, Chairman, 
Metropolitan Toronto Waterfront 
Committee 
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Watershed continued from page 1 
governments and agencies to 
protect and improve the water- 
front. Ruth Grier, Minister of the 
Environment with responsibility 
for the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA), attended the release of 
the report and cited the recom- 
mendations for the creation of a 
Waterfront Trail from 
Burlington to Newcastle as in- 
novative and exciting. 


These included the recommenda- 


declared an Area of Provincial 
Interest. 


Mississauga, the only waterfront 


role in its own waterfront plan- 
ning. The Mississauga draft wa- 
terfront plan appears to be 
comprehensive, conforming to 
many of the principles and rec- 
Regional and local municipali- 
ties within the Greater Toronto 
Area also support Watershed’s 
principles and recommenda- 
tions. Halton Region is encour- 
aged by the Commission’s 
adoption of many of the ideas 
presented by the Region ina 
joint submission with the Town 
of Oakville, the City of 
Burlington and the Halton 
Region Conservation Authority. 


city is currently holding public 
meetings related to its plan. 


In Metropolitan Toronto, the 
Toronto and Scarborough 
Waterfront Committees have en- 
dorsed Watershed in principle. 
Toronto City Council has re- 
sponded positively to the report, 
while Etobicoke City Council re- 
mains concerned with Royal 
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tion that the Halton waterfront be — 


municipality in Peel, plays a lead — 


ommendations in Watershed. The | 


Commission recommendations to 
the Province which conflict with 
Etobicoke’s current plans for its 
waterfront. 


Durham Region and its water- 
front municipalities have not yet 
responded formally to the 
Commission’s second Interim 
Report, but local planning staff 
are in the process of preparing re- 
sponses for their respective coun- 
cils. There appears to be general 
overall support for the ecosystem 
approach to watershed and wa- 
terfront management and for 
many specific recommendations. 


The Royal Commission expects to 
receive more municipal govern- 
ment and agency responses to 
Watershed. 


“We have defined the 
Greater Toronto 
Bioregion as the area 
bounded by the 
Niagara Escarpment 
on the west, the Oak 
Ridges Moraine to the 
north and east, and 
Lake Ontario to the 
south. The lands and 
waters in this 
bioregion share 
climatic and many 
ecological similarities.” 
—Watershed 
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Watershed 
Crosses 
Boundaries 


Watershed is the Royal 
Commission’s most 
popular publication. 
Demand for the first 5 000 
copies came from 
agencies and residents of 
Greater Toronto Area 
waterfront communities, 
from across Canada, and 
from waterfront com- 
munities throughout the 
world. Copies have been 
sent to San Diego, 
Washington, Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Detroit, 
Buffalo, New York and 
Cleveland in the United 
States; and to Surrey, 
Southampton, London, 
Yorkshire, Walford, and 
Buckinghamshire in 
England. People in 
Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands; Antwerp, 
Belgium; Lausanne, 
Switzerland; Santa Marta, 
Columbia; Capetown, 
South Africa; and 
Brisbane and Melbourne, 
Australia have also 
requested the report. 


Copies of Watershed may 
be ordered from the 
Royal Commission at 
(416) 973-7185. 


- Irene Rota 
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Book Review 
Where On Earth Are We Going? 


by Jonathan Porritt , London: BBC Books, 1990. 


Even a cursory review of the many new books on 


the environment now in the book stores will 

reveal what little emphasis is placed on how large 

and growing urban areas can begin to be a little 
less unsustainable in their development. In his latest book, Where 
On Earth Are We Going?, Jonathon Porritt, longtime green activist 
and Director of the British Friends of the Earth, has begun to 
analyze the issues relevant to this question, if only briefly. Porritt 


seems almost surprised to conclude: 


From an ecological and social perspective, high concentrations 
of people in cities are actually very desirable - but let me say at 
once that high density is a very different thing from high rise. 
High density allows for the most efficient use of energy; it 
makes it far easier and more economical to plan for proper 
public transport; and it encourages mixed use, in that the local 
shops, pub, post office, doctor’s surgery and school can be 
kept in the community, instead of people having to go 
elsewhere for those services. Lower densities encourage far 
greater car use, and a corresponding dispersal of shopping and 
other services without which a community rapidly loses its 
heart and soul. 


Of course, planners, architects and municipal governments have 
been preoccupied for many years with the reduction of high urban 
density. As Porritt notes, reversing this preoccupation would be a 
real breakthrough. He quotes Professor Hugh Freeman: 


“High density is actually essential for the positive qualities of 
towns and cities, such as cultural life and specialised 
professional services; the low densities of these suburbs make 
these facilities difficult to provide without imposing a degree 
of car travel which is both environmentally damaging and 
unjust to the more disadvantaged sections of society.” 


And in an apparent departure from much other green philosophy, 
Porritt acknowledges the ecological advantage of mixed-use high 
density settlements. He quotes Leon Krier: 


“The zoning of uses which has become a planning orthodoxy 
and ruined our towns, is also the single most important factor 
behind pollution and the waste of energy - everyone is for ever 
on the move. At least 80 per cent of productive activities could 
be sited within towns - integrate them into the urban fabric 
and you contain them.” 

continued on page 6 
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A Quick 
Geography 
UIZ 


Which one urban waterfront 
(not far from Toronto): 


¢has housing that provides 
residences for a mix of all 
income levels? 

ehas no building more than 
11-stories high? 

ehas a nature reserve of sev- 
eral hundred acres, compa- 
rable to the Leslie Street 
Spit, but with no autos, 
parking lots, clubs, or any 
development allowed on it? 

e has two lighthouses? 

ehas an extraordinary collec- 
tion of historical structures, 
with an Industrial Heritage 
Committee providing regu- 
lar tours of them? 

e has a few snack bars and 
restaurants? 

ehas no boutiques? 


Clue: 

This urban waterfront is 
rarely visited by 
Torontonians, although 
many drive by it, or very 
close to it, en route to places 
further south. 


Who has the answer? 

Students at York University 
in one of Professor Roy 
Merrens’ classes. Each year 
in the fall he takes them ona 
one-day field trip to inspect 
this waterfront (yes, it’s 
Buffalo’s, of course). Many of 
the students preconceptions 


Book review continued from page 5 

Concurring with a theme developed in the recent Watershed report for 
the Greater Toronto Region, Porritt notes the need for an early and 
comprehensive green strategy to keep these cities liveable: 


High-density communities need to be balanced by designated 
‘green spaces’ of every seat ee parks, public gardens, city 
farms, allotments, playing fields, adventure playgrounds, 
copses and woods, meadows, overgrown wild areas, green 
rooftops and so on. 


Where On Earth Are We Going? includes chapters on the usual green 
subjects: organic farming, green economics, third world ecological 
problems, and Porritt concludes with an interesting analysis on the 
greening of industry. He then sets out the following principles: 


e That radical and lasting change is absolutely necessary and that if 
we don’t make such changes over the next decade, we are in for a 
pretty grim time in the next century. 


e That such change is technically and economically feasible, and that 
most of the necessary measures are already being implemented 
somewhere in the world, albeit in a desperately inadequate and 
uncoordinated way. 


e That such change is socially desirable, in that it will allow us to 
achieve a better quality of life, to spread the benefits of our wealth 
more fairly, and to live in the knowledge that we are not destroying 
the prospects of future generations. 


For anyone who wants a good overview of green philosophy and 
politics, Where On Earth Are We Going? is an excellent primer. It is 
particularly gratifying to see the greens finally devoting some 
attention to how we might begin to apply sustainable development 
thinking to the planning of large urban areas and their countrysides. 


- Ron Doering 


about Buffalo don’t survive the 
day intact (and are afterwards 
further jolted when they start 
reading about Buffalo). 
Graduate student Patti Hall 
reflects, “For someone who 
doesn’t think industrial heritage 
preservation is viable and 


seeing. The city has a lot to be 
proud of.” 

Believe it or not ... Buffalo’s 
waterfront is an interesting one to 
visit, affording some instructive 
perspectives on the results of 
urban waterfront redevelopment 
elsewhere. 


important, Buffalo is worth - Roy Merrens 
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Zebra Mussels 


The Latest Addition to Toronto’s Flora and Fauna 


It was only a matter of time be- 
fore one of the most recent and 
potentially dangerous in- 
vaders to the Great Lakes took 
up residence in the aquatic en- 
vironment of Toronto’s water- 
front. A single individual of 
this thumbnail-sized striped 
mollusc may appear innocu- 
ous but its phenomenal repro- 
ductive rate and its ability to 
colonize any firm, non-toxic 
surface may make zebra mus- 
sels a real threat to the Toronto 
waterfront. 


Zebra mussels (Dreissena poly- 
morpha) were discovered by 
Metropolitan Toronto and 
Region Conservation 
Authority staff doing routine 
sampling along the north 
shore of Tommy Thompson 
Park and in the boat basin of 
Colonel Samuel Smith Park in 
September. Pulling up moni- 
toring equipment left in the 
water over the summer, the 
tiny clams were first noticed 
attached to a water tempera- 
ture recorder. A number of 
clams brought back to the lab 
confirmed the find. 


Although native to the 
Caspian and Black Sea region 
of Eastern Europe, zebra mus- 
sels have over the last two cen- 
turies made their way across 
Europe. It is thought that their 
recent expansion to the Great 
Lakes was facilitated by one or 
more transoceanic ships dis- 


charging ballast into Lake St. 
Clair. That water, picked up in a 
European port, likely contained 
zebra mussel larvae and possibly 
juveniles. 


Since their arrival into the hos- 
pitable environment of Lake St. 
Clair, zebra mussels have ex- 


ferent environment of the 
Toronto waterfront is difficult. 
Nonetheless, zebra mussels pose 
two major types of threats to our 
waterfront: they threaten human 
activities and, more broadly, the 
ecosystem. 


A mature female's ability to pro- 


Zebra mussels grow to a length of five centimetres (two inches) 


panded their range to Lake Erie, 
the Detroit River and through 
the Welland Canal to Lake 
Ontario. Isolated pockets near 
Cornwall, and in Lake Michigan 
and Lake Superior, probably de- 
posited in separate ballast dis- 
charges, have been found. There 
are unconfirmed reports of the 
mussels in Lake Huron. 


Much of the information on this 
exotic species comes from work 
done in Lake Erie where most 
rocky areas are already almost 
completely covered with zebra 
mussels. Predicting the effects of 
the mussels in the somewhat dif- 
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duce over 30 000 eggs per season 
and their ability to colonize any 
hard surface means that these 
molluscs could potentially re- 
strict water flow in industrial 
and public utility pipes. With re- 
ported densities of up to 70 000 
animals per square metre, indus- 
tries such as Victoria Mills and 
public facilities like the R.L. 
Hearn Generating Station could 
be confronted with reduced 
water movement in a matter of 
months unless costly preventa- 
tive measures are taken. 
Recreational activities may also 
continued on page 8 
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Zebra mussels continued from page 7 
be affected. Extensive deposits 
of the sharp-edged shells may 
wash up on shore, making 
beaches like Cherry Beach 
unpleasant to use. 
Furthermore, colonies of zebra 
mussels encrusted on cooling 
water intakes of boats may 
result in engines overheating. 


In the broader context of the 
ecosystem, zebra mussels may 
have a detrimental effect in 
several ways. Zebra mussels are 
filter feeders and their ability to 
filter nearly all particulate 
matter, including plankton, 
from one litre of water per day, 
may significantly reduce food 
available to native plankton 
feeders. Thus, microscopic 
crustaceans which are the food 
for larval and juvenile fish and 
plankton-feeding forage fish 
which in turn support sport 
and commercial fisheries may 
suffer. Zebra mussels do not 
actually use all the plankton 
they consume. Instead, zebra 


mussels combine the unused 
plankton with mucous and 
deposit pseudofeces. The foul 
environment produced by the 
deposition of pseudofeces may 
reduce hatching success of some 
species of fish. 


Certain areas of the Toronto 
waterfront are more vulnerable 
to zebra mussel infestation than 
others. Much of the sediment in 
Toronto’s waterfront is sand or 
silt. Although this may hinder 
zebra mussel colonization, recent 
observations suggest that using a 
single hard object as an initial 
foothold, the mussels may 
spread out across soft sediments 
as new individuals attach to 
older ones. However, what will 
most likely limit zebra mussel 
expansion throughout much of 
Toronto’s waterfront is rapid 
fluctuations in water 
temperature along exposed 
shorelines. In the Toronto Outer 
Harbour this year, for example, 
the mean temperature for the 


month of July was only 12.9°C 
and since egg production starts 
when water temperatures exheed 
12°C, much of the waterfront 
may be unsuitable to the 
mussels. Shallow warm 
protected areas, however, like 
Tommy Thompson Park, may be 
faced with a real problem. These 
areas, unfortunately, are of 
primary importance for fish 
reproduction. Thick beds of 
mussels will limit spawning 
habitat and will probably reduce 
food available to both adult and 
larval fish. 


Although industry may be able 
to limit the detrimental effects of 
zebra mussels through costly 
technologies, the ecosystem 
remains more vulnerable. 
Perhaps with time, nature’s 
checks and balances will restore 
a new stability to the Great 
Lake’s ecosystem. 


- Sarah Kalff 


New Publications 


The Royal Commission is 
pleased to announce the addi- 


tion of three new publications to | 
_ clude: Soil Contamination and Port 
_ Redevelopment in Toronto by 

_ William E. Munson; The Toronto 

_ Harbour Plan of 1912: 

_ Manufacturing Goals and Economic 
_ Realities by James Lemon; and 

_ Toronto's Moveable Shoreline by Ken. 
_ Greenberg and Gabriella Sicheri. 


its series, Working Papers of the 
Canadian Waterfront Resource 
Centre (ISSN 0847-320X). All 
three are updated and corrected 
versions of papers given at 
Toronto’s Changing Waterfront: 
Perspectives from the Past, a 
symposium sponsored by 
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the Toronto Harbour 


~ Commissioners, 3-4 November 


1989. The new publications in- 
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Also newly available are French 
translations of Working Paper No. 
1, A Selected Bibliography on 
Toronto's Port and Waterfront by 
Roy Merrens; and Urban 
Waterfront Industry: Planning and 
Developing Green Enterprise for the 
21st Century: Symposium Report by 
Gene Desfor. 


Bailsa0 


a ee 


Urban Waterfronts '90 Conference 


“Charting the Course” was the 
theme of the Eighth Annual 
Urban Waterfronts conference 
hosted last month by the 
Waterfront Center in 
Washington, D.C. More than 


views on issues expected to be 
significant in the planning, 
management and conservation 
of waterfronts in the 1990s. 


Planning and development ses- 
sions reviewed the planning 


process and design controls, wa- © 


terfront development in Japan, 
and the environmental and eco- 
nomic impacts of recreational 
boating activities. Design ses- 
sions examined ways in which 
to reflect the natural and cultur- 
al heritage of waterfronts, the 
use of green space along water- 
fronts, and the effects of natural 
phenomena on waterfront de- 
sign. Panels examining emerg- 
ing policy questions focused on 
the problems of waterfront ac- 


ied and often conflicting water 
uses through zoning, and the 
problems faced by waterfront 
restaurants in their bid to be 
considered water-dependent. 


All sessions, including the 
workshops which examined 
project financing, adherence to 


of Vancouver, British Columbia, 
allowed for free discussion be- 
tween presenters and audience. 


Associated with the conference 
were field trips to Annapolis 
and Baltimore. Visitors to 


Annapolis, the centre for pleasure 
boating on Chesapeake Bay, were 
hosted by enthusiastic Planning 


_ and Zoning Department officials 
_ who explained the city’s 

_ Comprehensive Plan and the 
300 participants met to exchange | 


Maritime Zoning and Economic 


five years, also hosted a field trip. 
Presentations by citizen groups, 
developers, and municipal plan- 
ners focused on residential, com- 
mercial and marina development, 
covering such issues as conflicting 
uses, preservation of the working 


Residential condominium with boat tie-up, south shore of Spa Creek, 
Eastport Area, Annapolis, Maryland 


_ Strategy. Recognizing the value of | 
_ traditional maritime industry to 


the city, the Plan has established a 


cess and liability, managing var- series of land use and economic in-- 
_ centives to preserve and stabilize 

_ the industry, ensuring that it will 

_ remain competitive with other 

_ boating centres and maintain its 

_ presence amid competing land 

_ uses and demands along the wa- 

_ terfront. The field trip included a 

_ boat tour of the Annapolis harbour — 

area, permitting a waterside per- 

approved plans and a case study | 


spective of the mixed use along 


_ The Baltimore Harbour 

_ Endowment, a non-profit group 

_ which has been promoting public 
_ involvement and continuous wa- 
_ terfront public access for the past 
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waterfront, scale of development, 
and ensuring a diversity of uses. 
Speakers highlighted the public 
and private benefits of historical 


_ preservation and renovation, and 
_ of ensuring visual openness and 

_ public access. Also included was 
a watertaxi trip and walking tour 
_ of Baltimore’s inner harbour. 


_ Those wishing to know more 
- about the Waterfront Center and 


its activities are encouraged to 


~ contact Ann Breen or Dick 
: _ Rigby, Co-directors, The 
| the waterfront, and a walking tour. A Waterfront Genter i535 44th 


Street N .W., Washington D.C. 


20007 (202-337-0356). 


- KF Shane Foreman 
and Gord Garland 
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Recently Received by the Canadian 
Waterfront Resource Centre 


Rattray Marsh Then and Now by Ruth 
Hussey and Judith M. Goulin, 1990. 
210 pp. 


Rattray Marsh: Then and Now, a joint effort by Ruth 
Hussey and Judith M. Goulin, is an informative book 
about a unique marsh situated on Mississauga’s Lake Ontario shore- 
line. The authors chronicle the history of Rattray Marsh, focusing on 
the people who lived nearby. The death in 1959 of Major James 
Rattray, owner of most of the marsh property, precipitated a struggle 
between conservationists and developers for his estate. The 16-year 
long battle to preserve the marsh was carried out by many local citi- 
zens and interest groups. Now, in co-operation with the Credit 
Valley Conservation Authority, the Rattray Marsh Protection 
Association addresses any development proposals which might harm 
the marsh. 


The second half of the book describes the marsh’s natural history. Of 
special interest to birders is a section which includes a checklist of the 
different species of birds, and the time of year and frequency of their 
sightings. The book is packed with facts and observations, including 
a section on animal tracks and indigenous plants. Illustrated with in- 
teresting maps, photographs and sketches, most chapters in Rattray 
Marsh conclude with references to further readings. 


The book has a good table of contents and index. It is a great intro- 
duction and educational guide for anyone wanting to visit the 
Rattray Marsh. 

- Janet Hollingsworth 
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Last Chance on the Waterfront 


On 21 November 1990, the Downtown Business Council is 
sponsoring a speech by Reginald K. Lewis, Chairman and CEO of the 
Toronto Economic Development Corporation (TEDCO). The talk, 
titled “Last Chance on the Waterfront”, will explore recent 
recommendations by the Royal Commission that approximately 104 
hectares (260 acres) of public and private land in the East 
Bayfront/Port Industrial Area be transferred to TEDCO’s control. 
The Commission suggested that TEDCO develop an environmentally 
sound industrial park, exploiting the area’s potential for thousands of 
waterfront jobs, and a Centre for Green Enterprise and Industry to 
carry out research and development and foster ecologically viable 
business and manufacturing processes. For further information 
about this event, call (416) 340-7508. 


Toronto's 
Changing 
Waterfront: The 
Built and Unbuilt 
Environment 


The Centre for Urban and 
Community Studies at the 
University of Toronto hosted an 
informal workshop, Toronto’s 
Changing Waterfront: the Built 
and Unbuilt Environment, on 27 
October 1990. Presentations 
were made by Wayne Reeves, a 
graduate student in the 
Department of Geography at 
the University of Toronto, 
addressing issues relating to 
planning and public space on 
the waterfront, 1912-1932; by 
Michael Moir, Archivist of The 
Toronto Harbour 
Commissioners, illustrating, 
with archival slides, Toronto’s 
historical waterfront; and Jeff 
Stinson, architect, reviewing 
the waterfront’s built heritage. 
This was the first in what will 
be a series of workshops, 
designed as follow-ups to last 
year’s successful symposium 
on Toronto’s Changing 
Waterfront. 


For more information, contact 
Judith Bell at the Centre for 
Urban and Community Studies 
(416-978-2072), or Roy Merrens, 
at York University (416-736- 
2100, extension 77449). 
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Towards Partnerships 


Pursuant to Recommendation 
71 in Watershed, that “all levels 
of government and agencies 
with responsibilities for lands 
abutting the Don River should 
co-operate to develop a compre- 
hensive clean-up plan for the 
Don River, and they should im- 
plement such a plan with an ap- 
propriate sense of urgency,” 
there will be a meeting later this 


Don Watershed Regeneration 


month to bring together repre- 
sentatives of all the “river 
dwellers and stewards” of the 
Don Watershed. The purpose of 
the meeting will be to share in- 
formation about regeneration ini- 
tiatives in the Don Watershed, 
including programs of the City 
of Toronto’s Task Force to Bring 
Back the Don, The Royal 
Commission on the Future of the 


Toronto Waterfront, the Metro 
Toronto Remedial Action Plan, 
the Toronto Area Watershed 


Management Strategy and oth- 
ers. Participants will explore op- 
portunities to work co-operative- 
ly towards regeneration of the 
Don Watershed. 


Check future Newsletter issues 
for further information. 


Commission Staff at Public Meetings 


Since the publication of 
Watershed in September, in ad- 
dition to participating in 
dozens of meetings, senior staff 
at the Royal Commission have 
made numerous public presen- 
tations before government and 
special interest group to ex- 
plain the principles and 
recommendations contained in 
the report. 


In a presentation to the Hamilton 
Harbour Stakeholders Visions 
Workshop on 25 September, 


David Carter, Director of Special — 


Projects for the Commission, 
summarized Watershed’s princi- 
ples and recommendations. On 
2 October, Commissioner David 
Crombie spoke to Ajax residents 
at a public meeting organized by 
the Ajax Save the Waterfront 
Committee. On 10 October, 
David Carter addressed a meet- 
ing of the Metropolitan Toronto 
Traffic Conference, with particu- 
lar reference to recommenda- 
tions concerning the 
transportation infrastructure 
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along the waterfront. David 
Crombie spoke to the Toronto 
Waterfront Council on 18 Octo- 
ber, emphasizing the importance 
of developing partnership agree- 
ments. The Commissioner has 
recently addressed other groups, 
including the Kingsway Kiwanis 
Club and the Metro Toronto 
Waterfront Coalition. In the 
coming month, Mr. Crombie will 
also speak about Watershed to an 
Environmental Studies class at 
the University of Toronto, the 
Royal Canadian Legion (Fort 
York Branch), Concerned Citi- 
zens of King Township, Scarbor- 
ough Bluffs Rotary Club, and 
the Canadian Construction 
Congress. 


_ Ron Doering, Executive Director 


and Counsel, and David Carter 


_ will be speaking 20 November at 
_ the third Conference on Real 


Property. The conference, spon- 
sored by the Treasury Board 
Advisory Committee on Real 
Property, is intended to enhance 
the knowledge and skills of fed- 


eral government senior managers 
and executives who have respon- 
sibility for managing land and 
buildings. Ron Doering’s speech 
is titled, “On the Toronto Water- 
front—What the Public Wants”, 
and David Carter’s, “Use and 
Abuse of the Waterfront: 
Environmental Considerations”. 


Ron Doering will be giving the 
keynote speech, “Using Public 
Property to Achieve Public 
Objectives”, at the Symposium 
on Public Sector Property 
Development. The City of 
Ottawa is hosting the sympo- 
sium, November 27-28, in recog- 
nition of the benefits of sharing 
the experience of the different 
levels of government in the prop- 
erty development field. 


If your organization would like 
to hear from us (or have us hear 
from you!), please let us know 
and we’ll do our best to accom- 
modate. 
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Upcoming Conferences and Workshops 


Are you interested in Remedial 
Action Plan (RAP) processes 
outside the Toronto area? A 
healthy environment? 
Environmental protection? 
Waterfront regeneration? These 
are just some of the topics of up- 
coming conferences and work- 
shops. 


On 28 November 1990, a work- 
shop called Equally Healthy 
Environments is being held by 
Healthy Communities Metro, a 
group of representatives from a 
variety of human service agen- 
cies in the Toronto area. The 
Honourable Ruth Grier, 
Minister of the Environment, 
will provide the keynote ad- 
dress. Concurrent sessions 
about housing, greenspace, pol- 
lution, and the cost of conserva- 
tion will be set in the context of 
the goal of making Metro 
Toronto a more healthy commu- 
nity. Contact Healthy 
Communities Metro, Social 
Planning Council at (416) 
351-0095. 


On 1 December 1990, the 
Southeast Michigan Council of 


Governments (SEMCOG) is host- 
ing a one-day seminar in East 
Lansing, Michigan, to inform the 


public about recent developments 
in the Michigan RAP and how the 


program relates to other environ- 
mental programs in that state. 
Organizers are seeking sugges- 
tions and comment from the pub- 
lic. There is no charge for the 


conference, but space is limited, so 
contact Alex Bourgeau, SEMCOG, 


660 Plaza Drive, Suite 1900, 
Detroit, Michigan 48226, soon. 


On 13 December 1990, there will 


be a workshop to discuss the Lake 


Ontario Toxics Management Plan 
(LOTMP) status report and up- 
date to the LOTMP at the 
Hamilton Convention Centre, 
Hamilton, Ontario. For more in- 
formation, contact Ljubica 
Pelletier at (416) 973-5434. 


On 24-26 April 1991, the 
University of Manchester, U.K., 
will be hosting an international 
conference and exhibition called 
Urban Waterside Regeneration. 
Sponsors include the City of 
Salford, the British Department 
of the Environment and British 


Waterways. The conference 
promises to be an exciting infor- 
mation exchange by 

experts in the rapidly developing 
field of waterfront regeneration. 
For further details, contact Mr. 
Keith Hendry, APEM, 
Department of Environmental 
Biology, University of 
Manchester, at 060-275-3886. 


On July 7-10, 1991, the annual 
Canadian Institute of Planners 
conference will be held in 
Quebec City. The theme is 
Planning, Environmental 
Protection and Economic 
Development. Responding to a 
high level of interest in the envi- 
ronment and sustainable devel- 
opment, the Institute is including 
sessions about solid waste dis- 
posal, air and water quality and 
environmental resource protec- 
tion. The conference’s 1991 loca- 
tion will also give participants 
the opportunity to learn about 
Quebec City’s heritage preserva- 
tion and Healthy Cities pro- 
grams. For more information, 
call your CIP representative or 
contact the Canadian Institute of 
Planners at (613) 233-2105. 
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The Newsletter is a publication of 
the Canadian Waterfront 
Resource Centre, the research 
and education arm of the Royal 
Commission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront: Box 
4111, Station A, Toronto, Ont., 
M5W 2V4, (416) 973-7185. 


Thanks for assistance in the pro- 


duction of this issue to Suzanne 
Barrett, Ginette Bellefeuille, 
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David Carter, Ron Doering, 

F. Shane Foreman, Gord 
Garland, Janet Hollingsworth, 
Margaret Johnston, Sarah Kalff, 
Marlaine Koehler, Roy Merrens, 
Beverly Morley, Monica 
Morrison, Irene Rota, and 
Debbie Williams. Thanks also to 
Ontario Ministry of Natural 


Resources and FE. Shane Foreman 


for illustrations provided. 


Editor: Charity Landon. 
Design and Desktop Publishing: 
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